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Editorial Notes….. 
World Day to Combat Desertification 
2019 
2019 WDCD will be celebrated under the theme of 25 years of 
implementation of the Convention and beyond, focusing on the path 
the Convention has taken, and the future the Convention could 
bring. The importance and urgency of addressing these challenges are 
more widely recognized than it was two decades ago as shown in the 
adoption of achieving land degradation neutrality as one of the 
Sustainable Development Goals. 
 

2030 will be a significant milestone for 
achieving land degradation neutrality as one 
of the Sustainable Development Goals. But 
it is a stepping stone towards a true land-
based sustainable future. By achieving land 
degradation neutrality, we would have more 
land available for further sustainable 
development. What becomes more 
important, then, will be to generate and 
sustain fundamental and sustainable 
positive change by keeping the productive 
land productive. 

 As an international agreement on good land stewardship, the Convention must move forward to 
achieving land degradation neutrality by 2030 and dive into the world beyond 2030 where land 
degradation neutrality ensures an enabling environment for people, communities and countries 
to create wealth, grow economies and secure enough food, clean water and energy. Towards this 
ambition, the Parties to the Convention are taking concrete steps. As the world has become more 
and more fragile against the effect of a changing climate, the Convention must grow, and be 
recognized as the authority and leader on achieving Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN) and 
leveraging LDN as a stepping stone towards true land-based sustainable development beyond 
2030. Sustainable land management is everyone’s business. Together, we can restore the 
productivity of over 2 billion hectares of degraded land and improve the livelihoods of more than 
1.3 billion people around the world. IJONS also involve the activities for exploring the 
knowledge about LDN awareness. 

Let's grow the future together 
S.Vijikumar  
Editor in Chief - IJONS 


